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They're made just down the road, but these highly-prized works are soid
around the globe, gracing the covers of top style magazines and adoming the
homes of royalty and the rch and famous, Sally Pryor speaks to the Canberra
artists and designers who are making their mark

anberra is often desoribed &= the kind ol
mace that people eventually beove = if
they re ot ensconced inthe public
service, that is. or stuck deep in a
comberi-zone rut that makes the pest of
ihe world look scary.

Bt it's alse & place that people come back 1o, by
chevice, or mever leave inthe first place. For certain
creative tvpes — artists, writers, posis, actors. designers

the air here seems o provide o sense ol clanty, a
space that's inspiring, rather than oppressive.

Why else wiould we have somany still herg,
heavering away in the subwrbs, or i the lush rural
surronds? And they' e not turning their games
inwirrd, either. Many are busy showing the rest ol the
wirchd bow it's done, dghit here in Capital Countrey. Far
from being a treadmill for politicians and those whe
work [or them, this muoch maligned - but ultmately
gorgeosis — planmed city and s surrounds are
churning st creativiey in all corners

And the domain of homewares - ol the pricey,
distinctive varicty — b a case b point for this
propasition

Acraral MEW propecty on the ourskins of Bowning
an & rainy Sunday 1= noed a scene that imeaediately
cofjures up mages of British royalty. Until, that is,
vou gnter the Peter Crisp Gallery, home and studio of
the internatianally renowned glass artiel. Az the rain
siwks the welltended, tree-lined gardens mutside = a
popalar site e weddings and corporate events — li=
glittering tablewsane mml mastedul one-olf pleos
twinkle around the display space.

“IHd you see Sarah Ferguson kst weeks™ asks Onsp,
leaning dejectedly across the table over tea and
geoes. Bub wilike everpone else in the Western world,
hr's ot peferring o the Duchess of York being canghi
out selling aceess to ber roval ex-husband o a ke
shedk. It's what she was doing &= the deal was struck,

Sl was ashing into one of my bowle"

In<leed, & guick scan on the now-infamious lnodaps
ain the internet shiws a lipsy Pergie absent-mindedly
ﬂl.-'.']-.utg her cigarelle ash bt an n'.'||.'|.1-;|| ik Elass vl
e type ol which Crisp admirers will b famniliar witl,

Fauat this is the realm in which Crisp has had &
presence i many years. Among the pieces on show
i e galbery is a boged sel of dazeling tablesware,
inkaid with gold and platiam beside a framed
photegraph of Frince Charles and Comilla, aceepiing
the tableware — of which there are only four sets in
exlstence — from Crisp as a gilt rom the Royval
Auvstralian Armoured Corps. His work adorms e
tables of celebrities. royval palaces and diplomatic

homies, and is shown in publie galleries and private
oillections across the globe.

But wiile Fergie s busy on the other side of the
world, Crisp is band af work i his studio. dreaming up
pew dlegigns for his laxary glassware. and ereating
slumped glass pleces that often seem todedy the Laas
of gravity . Ao Dee lias o thoog s of leaving the
|:"l.'\l::l|l'l.'l"|:||' iHl 'r'a'l II.!'.'IZI I:II.' EEh L. [.ll'l.'t.l'rﬂl I Jllﬂ\'.'\-illl 1o
stay anmd expand his collection,

"It important, iest and fremost, o be seen as an
artist i glass,” he says, and antil the late 1950s, this
was the case, as he visited dosens ol galleries and
exbubited i Borope and the US. But in the late "50s,
his bank manager told him that he could not rely on
commibssis. and he switched his foos te retallers,
and exhibiting at trade shows, Until the onset of the
plohal inancial crists, he was turning aver op fa
L0 pleces of tablesyare a year, which are sold all
awer the place, and vswally fora forians,

Hee bis e wsed the slight dip in bustness fo locus
o b art, s participate more in international
AVEE.

Last manth., he was the feature artist for the
Bombay Sapphine Gin annual promadional campalgn
in Rome, creating the waorld's first jewel-encrosted
pliss chalice to be sold af suction to ralse money for
cincer research, The fancy plass was the same hetghi
as the distinetive blue gin batile, sdormed with 2.2
carat gedd. platinum and more tham 200 bloe
sapphires, worth 525,000 all up - ik eventually seld a
anctien for 1 3,000 euras (& slightly disappointing
result. he says. although it was parchased by a very
rich Haltan swoman whe obviously has some geod
tasic). He has sinee become inspired be start making
wearable glass art incorporating semi-procious stones,

Crisp is someste who iz aneguivocal abouat the
amamt ol work e puks inte bis art, and that his high
pradile 2 am artist is deserved. Bl he ts also
disciplined, and pushes himself as hard a5 he can.

“1t"s lnard because you're your own wors critle,” he
saya, Ldon't want boouse the word “proud’, because
it teak & lot ol wark. My greatest satisfaction s
beinging people together. As | prow oldier, 1t's great o
b & catalyst for other people’s creativity,”

I the meantime, the Cueen can enjoy taking ea ol
Crisp tablewsire = thie rest ol us should be selocky. Bue
ik least his galbery, and the genesis of his creativity, is
s clese by, with Crisp himsell there to greet vou as
o comme in from thie rain.
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Pater Crisp: “It's hard
brecause you ' re pour own
Worst critic,”

Fhooo: Kate Laith

PN ORLA A




From Pas &

From glitey tableware f or Buckinglam Palace to
deek. functional vessels [or the hip and fooky_ thers
sevans Lo be aoworld between Crisp's ghassware and te
work ol Fink & Co. But it™s only just down the moad,
really. in Queanbeyan,

Faorhert Faster doesn 't really mind being known as
the puy who makes the distinctive metal water jugs —
thise, by the way, sold in high-end homewares stores
and galley shops all over the coantry, But in e, he
i 4 prodilie artist wle win well-known for his gold and
dlversmithing, botls lsere and in Barope. sell before he
deckled o bry his hand at homewsares in the early
1990 Hailing Irom Bendigo, Fester armived in
Canberra in the 1980s to study at the Canberra
Schonl of Art

The jug. originally a commission fxra Canberra
restaurant in L9% 3, i instantly recognisalde a2 an
Australian design. but most people wanld be surpeisxd
G besnemy thak iE weas decamaed op and prodoced, s
combinues o be produced. from Faster's scrully,
unasuming shadic m Cueanbevan. Thers, Foster and
his small team, which mcludes his wile Gretel running
the business gide of things, produce & range of vesals,
including the famews jug, &5 well & bowls, cups. vases
s jeiwellery.

Fimk designs also pop upin placs you wonkin't
expect — the curtabn panels al Hotel Bealm in Barton
sl Chee e lokders at the Hilton in the Aaldives.

Many al the oljects are botl vivid with coloar wnd
T tioaal in a most safi=ving way — e aluminiom
jug will mod cmly stand cut an your t@able, bt e poars
like s dream and keeps the liguid within mice and cool,

“ldon'treally like the ward crganic, but | guess
thers"s alwiays something quirky and innovakive
bt i, e says, " One of the reasons [ staried Fink,
and [ suppose you could attach this fo i aesthetic, @4
that Mve always aimed to try and steee clear of things
it were circular or had a cleeular cros -soctbon. So
everything's wonky, it's asymmetrical . . - The popular
word im the design industry now is bespoke, and we
were kind af dong bespeke beforg hespoke was
arcumnd.’

The steady popularity of the Fink range has also
piven Fester the freedam o wark on his ovwn pleces,
and he stages two or three exhibitions every year,

And. mnwich like a haote-couture designer. e views
the Fink range o representative ol his coe-oll work,

“Fimk was really ==t ap oo one hand play a part
im the Avstralian desipn industry, o allow average
ol b b able te alford a product which hisd
soimethiing special abowt it e saye, MMy one-olwork
gelll= for thaousands of dellars, so people can’t really
allond it even thaugl teey ke it S the idea with Fink
i tor ] baave thiat ssume integrity in the aesthetic, bl
b be alble b mar e wre it at & level which s
acvess bl o peaple.”

Ench pilece, he saye, s an inirisic value — anigue
bt practical — that emswres it will never becoms

anotlver piece of clutter. Soowith his works ghowing all
o e workd — s pugs have long been sald as a
staple iteem at te Museum of Contemporiry Arlin
Mew York = hias heever lelk the siren call ol the cwlside
wirld

Althowgh e feas been tempted to leave Canlerea
moed than onee. s bash-n-the-city sesthetic has a
stronng bnllwenee oo big own work, and having geown
agrin the country, he has never been devwn to big
cibes. A stint im Maly further convinced bim that the
drama «of Furopes was nal lor him.

I Eact, le gays, it was an early oller todo waork for
Italian desizn aetory Abessi thiat gave him the idea of

o
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IVF clinics are not all created equal.
Our figures prove it.

Sednay IWF Canbemnra | Ground fleor, 2 King Street, Deakin ACT 2

no better chance, no greater care.
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altesgether, [n lact, he's convinesd that it's his story, at
lesast for ks long-term Canherra supporters, that
draws people o his praducts,

“Thew owe the Fact that somebody who's come from
outside the industry i cocoseding where tee rest ol
thermn have shut down and are soarcing prodocts aut
ol Chinsa,"” be sags. with evident satishction.

i dyslonctional in terms of the industey! Um oot
traimed as a petter, ['m nat rained in ceramics = | was
ai ancient histoeian, but . . . ['ve -.||'l|'l|r|.'-.| thiese thinzs
laterally to my o know ledge base and boale thist and
gt enysellthe skill
that | need and built &
really great team around
me.”

Thie resili i s range J
of beantifully colowred,
handmade ceramic
pieces that are simplicity
psell - clemn, puare wd
bunzed om one ol the
oldest arts — putting eolour oo stene,

lunks came wp with the idea alter training in
clagsics, ancient history and archaeology af the
Awstralian ®atkemal University. He bad also spenl
time in Scandinavia, bat it was while vorking on
anclent Greco-Boman excavations in the Middle Bast
that he fell in Jove with ceramics, When digging wp all
kinds of ancient vessek and pottery shards, he realised
whiat an enduring symbal they were of mdern
civilisation = and how long they lasted.

Blsann pheces — bowls, plates, Latte mugs aoml viases -
are bath stunningly modern and based on ancient
formis that ersure they Il go with all the stulf you
already have i vour collection. That, says Tunks. 5
the makn klea bebhind Bison — that you can bay
sorpetivingg that will Last, sund which can stantly be
placed in terms al s erigin.

aimply prodocing tableware himselD ©Tdidin' eeally
want fo move overseas = 1 Haoweght it was more
inderesimg o do something here and try and survive
here,” he savs, “Somie people would probably say that
weas silly, and ['ve had a couple of opportunities o
de=tign taimgs for Adesstand Thaven't really paraed i
i viporowsly s some would probably think |
shepgbd v . . - I somee waiys it's better todry and be in
an environment that you enjoy and fake your produc
b the weorld | . and we've proven that that's
prssibale”

Chrer at Plallipo. Brian Tunks, with hils msssively
epcoesiul Bson Homewares, i= another story

It's also made Irom Australian stonewane clay, wd
each prece can be handled by uapea G0 paies ol hands
bl i hits the shelves,

I s massively lnhour-intensive, 115 not like there's
a conveyor belt where howls are just sat inthe middle
and they're run down and sprayed by a robat — this =
done by people.” he savs.

[ work has paid off - the business has outgrowm

It's never been about maney,
ust money for me, it's atways

been aboutl ¢ |-.'-':'.'-'='I§_E .'-.:':.'r:i-'fli'.'lg

its Canberra studio at Plalligo, and Tunks has opened
stores in Sydney and Selbourme. Bison is regularly
Feabured bnstyhe magadnes, has an online store and is
an the verpe al seting up shop in [apan, The company
alse does large-scale commissions lor lotels, privates
foases overseas and apscale weddings,

Baut, like Crisp and Foster, he bas oo plans o pack
ap and head off inte the world, at beast not yes
Canberra., e says, has shown enormaous lovaliy to his
wizlon fight [rom the start, and a5 long as that support
i henz, sowill he.

VI o Ter i podnd
where M've had nwmeroas
oflers Lo take the entire
bugsime s affshiore, and e
e Uhe decigion ol fo
at this point. We'ne
petting s much suppor
fhets evidury g lacally,” he soys.

1 Bl very drawin Lo
the et that we need o
view cursdves ng part of a muoch, much larger
community, a community whers your design is
inlluenced from a global perspective, from a histoncal
perspective. and from a sccially conscionable
perspective. where you loek at the environmental
impict of what you 're making, the legacy of what you
beave, [Us never been aboul money, just moeney lor me,
it's always been about ¢ reating samethi g that's
enduring, hoth & o company and as & product,”™

This t= why he soamds more enthralled by the
thioglat of families using Bison homewares on the
dinmer table each might, with cach chikl having theid
o special colour, than he does abaut the hoose in
omtaina in the US that he's producing a range for.

Feaple. he savs. look for simple fulflment throagh
colour aid *~'|r'|l|*|1.' form=, And thirouzh this, his
arsthetic is a selfish one: he prefers todesign things
that please him with their low-maintenance ook and
thie wiy they match other things in the average
cuphaard, Fem modern desizne to family heirlosms

T ihink that the approach i very much. fo me,
abaul securty. We live in uncertain times and peaplh:
biave really been drawn to tee Geet that they can hang
onto oue stull e generations il they want to,

FEMME FATALE -
THE FEMALE CRIMINAL

Wicked women, seductive sinnars,
vichous wixens — famale ciminalz have

bean portrayed i al these ways in
popudar culiure. But how doses the

gierentype stack up against the gritty

CAKE AND CONSTITUTION
AT THE HIGH COURT

Your'ne invited to an evening of cake and
the Constitution &t the High Court.

Culinary legend Magoie Bear will urnal

her specialy crealed Constitution Cake
Tolicwdnig this year's Conglitution Founders

Free entry

Open daily 8 am - & pm
Quean Victoria Terrace
Parkes ACT

(02) 6212 3600

M, gov.au

reality 1:]; Australa's most infamous cture by Chief Justice Robert French AC,
VACHTIRT Details ot nss.gow.a
Farmirng Farlaks reveals tha slak conlras]
High Court of Australia
of real-iife criminals inchading Kate Leigh. | ypmday B July, 8 pm
Wornan is rarely wicked, i Free, bookings essential:

A ressiing] astebaian from the Misiono Houses
Trust of Mew South 'Wales, sopporied by Wsiors
o Ausiraks

but when she is, she 15

Dirpothp Boo: Tho Fay OF, 1548 Foousy 45th Simat Edbions)

(0 6212 3956 or evenis@nas.gov.au

CONSTITUTION
DAY o

COFFEE CART Weekdays 5 am — 345 pm Saturday - Sunday 10.30 sm - 3.30 pm
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